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R = take RESPONSIBILITY for what you say and feel 
without blaming others.

E = use EMPATHETIC listening.
S = be SENSITIVE to differences in communication 

styles.
P = PONDER what you hear and feel before you 

speak.
E = EXAMINE your own assumptions and 

perceptions.
C = keep CONFIDENTIALITY.
T = TRUST ambiguity because we are not here to 

debate who is right or wrong.
*S= Step back/ Step forward 



(1:1-2) In the beginning when God created the heavens and 
the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 

(1:26-27) Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God 
created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 
created them male and female he created them.

Read Genesis 1:1-2, 26-27



• What is your first image of home? 
• What did it look like? 
• Who lived there? 
• What did it feel like to show hospitality to others in your home? 
• How many times did you move from your home?
• Was it always by choice? 
• What made you feel welcome in your home? 
• What made you feel less than welcome in your home?
• What would you have changed in your home so that others could 

feel welcomed there? 
• What would you have changed in your home in order for strangers 

to feel welcomed there?

Questions (pairs)



"People of Israel, I think as much of people of the Sudan as I do of you. I brought
the Philistines from Crete and the Syrians from Kir, just as I brought you from
Egypt". Amos 9:7

"In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian
shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve
with the Assyrians. In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with
Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the land: Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless,
saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel
mine inheritance". Isaiah 19:23-25

What makes a border legitimate?
What happens when borders and boundaries 
create security for some at the expense of the 

insecurity of others?
Are borders humane and if so how are they humane? 



By the waters of the Rio Grande, there we sat down and
there we wept when we remembered Zion. On the
willows there we hung up our guitars, for there the border
patrol asked us for songs and the vigilantes asked us for
laughter saying, “Sing us one of the foreign songs of Zion!”

How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? By
the waters we wept and remember. We remember Mexico
and El Salvador. We remember Honduras and Guatemala.
We remember Columbia and China. We remember Syria
and Palestine, Afghanistan and Iraq, Iran. We remember
the Democratic Republic of the Congo…



By the waters we remember. On the willows we hung up 
our guitars. We hung up our hopes. We hung up our 
homes. We hung up our land, our dreams, our poverty, 
our thirst, our hunger. We hung up our friends, our 
traditions, and our culture. We hung up our family ties, 
our food, and our language. 

How shall we—how can we—sing the Lord’s song in a 
foreign land? We sing only the songs of the homeless, the 
unemployed, the day laborer, the trafficked, the sold, the 
laments of hunger and thirst, of death and destruction, 
the songs of the song less, the songs of the lonely. How 
shall we and how can we sing the songs of the Lord in a 
foreign land?



MIGRATION STATISTICS

33% of the world’s migrants go
to Western Europe, 20% to USA
7% to Russia, 4% to India, and
3% to Canada.

Reflect
What is a song that has sustained you on your journey?
When and where do you remember hearing it or singing it?
What images and feelings did the song evoke?

In Europe there are estimated 
to be 15 million undocumented 
migrants and in 70 countries at 
least 10 % of the population is 
comprised of immigrants.



DEFINITION OF A REFUGEE



“A person who owing to a well-founded fear 
of being persecuted for fear of race religion, 
nationality, membership in a particular 
social group or political opinion, is outside 
the country of his nationality and is unable 
owing to such fear is unwilling to avail 
himself of the protection of that country; or, 
who, not having a nationality and being 
outside of the country of his habitual 
residence as a result of such events, is 
unable or owing to such fear, is unwilling to 
return to it.” 
• The Convention Relating to the Status of 

Refugees, also known as the 1951 Refugee 
Convention, United National Treaty

• Question: Do we have a refugee crisis or an 
immigration crisis? 

A REFUGEE IS…



• 4 Testimonies (volunteers needed!)
• In groups of four assign different roles:

– 1-Asylee from Syria or Guatemala 
– 2-Displaced Minor from the Philippines
– 3-Border patrol or ICE (Immigration and Custom 

Enforcement in the U.S.)  
– 4-Human trafficker crossing borders

EMPATHY CIRCLES GROUP EXERCISE



REFLECT ON THESE WORDS:

“You shall not deprive a resident alien or an orphan of justice; you shall 
not take a widow’s garment in pledge.” 

“When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, 
you shall not go back and get it; it shall be left for the alien, the widow, 
the orphan, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all your 
undertakings.”





When you beat your olive trees, do not strip what is left, it shall be for the alien,
the orphan, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, 

do not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow. 
Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am 

commanding you to do this.”  Deuteronomy 24:20-22

1. We support policies that increase access to quality food, particularly for those 
with the fewest resources. We affirm local, sustainable and small-scale 
agriculture opportunities that allow communities to feed themselves. We decry 
policies that make food inaccessible to the communities where it is grown and 

the farm workers involved in its growth.”

2016 UMC Social Principles and Resolutions 
on Immigration, Refugee & Asylee Status



3 Myths or Truths About 
Immigration in the U.S. 

• Illegal or undocumented immigration is on the 
rise in the U.S.? True or False.

• Immigrants Hurt our Economy? True or False. 

• Building a Wall Stops Immigrants? True or 
False?   



Family Reunification/Migration 

“The fourth and final pillar protects the nuclear 
family by ending chain migration. Under the 

current broken system, a single immigrant can bring 
in virtually unlimited numbers of distant relatives.” 

“Under our plan, we focus on the immediate family 
by limiting sponsorships to spouses and minor 

children. This vital reform is necessary, not just for 
our economy, but for our security, and our future.”   
President Trump 2018 State of the Union Address 



Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

- An executive order signed by President Obama to shield deportation of 
people brought as children to the US (June 2012)

- Qualifications for DACA
- Came to the United States before their 16th birthday
- Have lived continuously in the United States since June 15, 2007
- Were under age 31 on June 15, 2012 (born on June 16, 1981 or after)
- Were physically present in the United States on June 15, 2012, and at the 

time of making their request for consideration of deferred action with 
USCIS

- Had no lawful status on June 15, 2012
- Have completed high school or a GED, have been honorably discharged 

from the armed forces, or are enrolled in school
- Have not been convicted of a felony or serious misdemeanors, or three or 

more other misdemeanors, and do not otherwise pose a threat to 
national security or public safety 

- Cost $495



How Long Does it Take?

March 2018 Visa Bulletin US State Department

January 2019 Visa Bulletin US State Department



Approximately 800,000 DACA (recipients (1.3 million are eligible)
• work authorization
• ability to apply for a credit card
• ability to get a drivers license (some states)
• access to in-state tuition (some states) 
• access to state subsidized healthcare (some states)

are NOT eligible for Federal programs like:
• federal financial aid
• Medicaid
• ACA (Affordable Care Act(
• SNAP (food stamps)
• Housing Choice Voucher Programs 
• Social Security 



Social Principles and Resolutions

1. Language of a derogatory nature (with regard to race, nationality, ethnic background, gender, 
sexuality, and physical differences) does not reflect value for one another and contradicts the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.” 

2. “We affirm shared responsibility for parenting where there are two parents and encourage social, 
economic, and religious efforts to maintain and strengthen relationships within families in order that 
every member may be assisted toward complete personhood. 

3. We deplore all forms of the commercialization and exploitation of sex, with their consequent 
cheapening and degradation of human personality. To lose freedom and be sold by someone else for 
sexual purposes is a form of slavery, and we denounce such business and support the abused and their 
right to freedom.”

4. “We call for strict global enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation or use of children 
by adults and encourage efforts to hold perpetrators legally and financially responsible. We call for the 
establishment of adequate protective services, guidance, and counseling opportunities for children 
thus abused.”

5. “We condemn all overt and covert forms of religious intolerance, being especially sensitive to their 
expression in media stereotyping. We assert the right of all religions and their adherents to freedom 
from legal, economic, and social discrimination.”



6. “We recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regardless of country of origin, as 
members of the family of God. We affirm the right of all persons to equal opportunities 
for employment, access to housing, health care, education, and freedom from social 
discrimination. We urge the Church and society to recognize the gifts, contributions, and 
struggles of those who are immigrants and to advocate for justice for all.”

7. “Further, we encourage the preservation of appropriate lands for agriculture and open 
space uses through thoughtful land use programs. We support governmental and private 
programs designed to benefit the resident farmer rather than the factory farm and 
programs that encourage industry to locate in nonurban areas.”

8. “We believe it is a governmental responsibility to provide all citizens with health care.” 
“We encourage hospitals, physicians, and medical clinics to provide access to primary 
healthcare to all people regardless of their healthcare coverage or ability to pay for 
treatment. “

9. “For centuries people have moved across borders in search of work. In our global world 
this is still a relevant and increasing form of immigration. Improved wages, better working 
conditions, and jobs available are reasons for immigration due to work opportunities. 
Workers from other countries are in many societies an important resource to fill the 
society’s need of workers. But foreign workers too often meet exploitation, absence of 
protecting laws, and unreasonable wages and working conditions.”



Next Steps

• Tips for Communication
• Advocacy Toolkit
• Brainstorm Ministries 



The New Colossus

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name Mother of Exiles.
From her beacon-hand 
Glows world wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 
“Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost- to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 

-Poem by Emma Lazarus engraved on a tablet within the          
pedestal on which the Statue of Liberty stands
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